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Clearing Houses / Flats / Attics / Sheds 
No Job too Small 

Please Call Rod for a Quote on 
01295-770808 or 07767607712 

   R & K 
    HOUSE CLEARANCE 

      Local Friendly Service 

 

The Complete Chimney Sweep Service 
Vacuum & Brush Sweeps 

Birdguards and Cowls Fitted 
 

ROD MURDOCH 
Fully Insured Member of NACS 

 

 

Tel/Fax:  01926 887195 
www.sootbusters.co.uk 

email:  info@sootbusters.co.uk 
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In this edition, we have another lovely local walk described which covers 

our three villages. Thanks to Greg & Cherie Southgate. Jim Peers has 

contributed a poem giving food for thought whilst we are still in the midst 

of the coronavirus pandemic.  

I enjoyed seeing Emma Wilkinson’s ‘Life of Bear’ on the Children’s  

Pages this month. In addition to Bear, my dog Kane is featured in this true 

story. The ‘cone of shame’ is now off and Kane has recovered well from 

his operation. 

As I write parents are being encouraged by the Government to send their 

children back to school. I hope this is the right decision as the           

Coronavirus is still with us and will be for quite some time.  

Some of us have discovered that working from home is very effective and 

will not be driving miles to the office every day. Less stress and fewer 

cars on the roads makes the air cleaner for us all. 

Be careful and keep safe. 

 

The closing date for news & articles 
for the October 2020 edition is 
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Avon Dassett Parish Council 
Chairman: Trevor Gill             www.avondassettparishcouncil.com 

Clerk: Helen Hide-Wright       avondassett.clerk@googlemail.com  

The Council meeting took place by videoconference on Monday 3rd August. John 

Feilding, our District Councillor also attended.  

Playground: The playground is open but despite notices stating that no food is      

allowed, it was noted that people have been picnicking. All users are asked to adhere 

to the rules and all members of the community are requested to help to uphold the 

rules 

Green Areas: Enquiries are being made to take over responsibility for the      

maintenance of the graveyard at the side of St John’s Church from Stratford District 

Council. The graveyard is overgrown and cannot be mowed. The wall is bulging and 

there is a large gap which has appeared which is giving cause for concern.           

Photographs have been sent to the District Council and the Church Commissioners. 

Roads and Drains: The roads in the village have been marked up for repair. It was 

agreed with the landowner that the hedge and verge on Church Hill will be cut back 

as soon as possible after the bird nesting season has finished. Hopefully in           

September.   

Coronavirus Volunteer Group: The helpline is still available.  

Reading Room: A cleaner has been appointed to clean the premises once a month. 

Apart from the Post Office operation, the Reading Room remains closed until     

Government restrictions are lifted.  

Next Meeting 

Monday  7
th

  September  2020 

at 7:30pm   

via videoconference  

Farnborough Parish Council 
Chairman:  Peter Johnston   www.farnboroughparishcouncil.co.uk 

Clerk:  Kirsty Buttle  01295 275 372  farnboroughpc@outlook.com 
 

Village Playground: Much concern was demonstrated by residents that this facility 

remained closed. The Councillors explained that the recently received ROSPA report 

had identified that some equipment needed repair i.e. the swings, fort, and wooden 

supporting structures. Hence until the Council had received quotations to repair the 

damaged equipment, it would unfortunately remain closed. This continued closure, 

although regretted, was on health and safety grounds; the Council being aware of 

their insurance liabilities. The Councillors would meet again in the next week to   

discuss and confirm the way forward. 

Social Housing Update: The developers with the support of the District Council 

will organise a public meeting to present their ideas for social housing in            

Farnborough - date to be advised.                                                        Continued overleaf 
 



Continued  

Street Lighting Replacement: Although it was not apparent at the last meeting, it is 

now clear that replacement of lighting has begun, and two new streetlights have been 

replaced in the village at Haypool. 

Next Meeting 

Monday  28
th

  September  2020 

at 7:30pm   

Via Zoom 

Fenny Compton Parish Council 

Chairman: Jon Dutton     771 174        fcpc.chair@gmail.com  www.fennycompton-pc.gov.uk 

Clerk: Lydia Cox  fcpc.clerk@gmail.com  

Parish Councillor Vacancies: The Parish Council will be co-opting to fill the two 

vacancies. 

Meetings: The Parish Council will continue to meet virtually until Government 

guidelines change. Residents can observe these meetings online by contacting the 

Clerk for joining details.  

Next Meeting 

Monday  21
st
  September  2020 

at 7:30pm   

via Zoom  
 



  

  

  

  

  
  

• Traditional and Contemporary Stoves 

• Full Hetas Fitting Service 

• Chimney Lining 

• Accessories & Spare Parts 

• Friendly Professional Service 

• Ample Free Parking 

Visit our Showroom at  

Beaumont Road, Banbury,  

Oxfordshire, OX16 1RH  

(opposite Jewson) 

Tel: 01295 253 936 

 banbury@ironandwood.co.uk 

www.ironandwood.co.uk 



Napton and Fenny Compton Ward Stratford District Council 

As some people may know, I suffered a heart attack on 16th July. I would like to 

thank the very many people who have expressed get well messages towards me in 

various forms since then. I owe a great to debt to the NHS and, in particular, St 

Wulfstan Surgery in Southam, the emergency ambulance service and UHCW/

Walsgrave Hospital. 

Rapid intervention and excellent care appears to have averted substantial damage 

and I understand my prospects for recovery are good, but this will take a little time. 

Messages of support have come from many directions across communities and the 

local government and political spectrum.  

The leader of the Lib Dem Group Dr Susan Juned has arranged cover for District 

Council matters. My colleague Louis Adam, the District Councillor for the           

adjoining ward of Long Itchington and Stockton will guide you with any queries 

where he can.    Other councillors nearby have also offered to help out for the time 

being. I am so grateful for these offers. 

In the midst of my own difficulties, I was most distressed to hear that County   

Councillor Bob Stevens had died unexpectedly.  

I have known Bob for about 24 years, living in adjoining villages well before I was 

elected. For a time he was my County Councillor while I was his District         

Councillor. During my first eight years as a District Councillor, he was also a      

District Councillor, and we occasionally shared lifts to meetings and planning site 

visits. Although we were in different political parties our views and interests often 

aligned in getting the best for our part of the world in the east of Stratford District. 

When I was first elected, we successfully worked together as a team to constrain  

excessive quarrying around Stockton. Over the years, we both did our best to resist 

and make the best of HS2, I as a former Parliamentary candidate and Bob latterly in 

a formal role at the County.  

Since May 2019, our areas of representation overlapped, with about 65% of my 

ward falling with Bob's County Division. We saw one another every few weeks at 

the Parish Council meetings for Fenny Compton, Ladbroke, Wormleighton, Priors 

Hardwick and Priors Marston parishes. Quite often, issues crossed County and   

District responsibility areas such as speed limits and flooding around new             

developments and we collaborated to address these, speaking on the phone most 

weeks. 

Although he had been ill on and off for a while, just lately he had seemed somewhat 

better. He told me he had been having some problems with his circulatory system. 

He approached that with humour. Having been a Royal Navy engineering officer he 

told me he asked the medics if they could not just flush the pipework out a bit.  

On the weekend of his death, I phoned round the village Parish Councils where we 

shared responsibility. Whilst not easy for me with my own situation as I recover  



from a heart attack, it was something I wanted to do as we have worked together for 

those communities over the past 15 months or so. The feedback from there and   

elsewhere was, of course, reflective of the esteem in which he was held - a           

gentlemen with a long service to the community.   
Nigel Rock 

Councillor for Napton and Fenny Compton Ward  nigel.rock@stratford-dc.gov.uk 

 

I am sure all our readers join the Team in wishing Nigel a swift recovery. Until     

further notice, please contact Cllr Louis Adam for any District Council issues. 

louis.adam@stratford-dc.gov.uk 

Feldon Ward Warwickshire County Council 

Following the sudden death of Cllr Bob Stevens, we contacted Izzi Seccombe,   

Leader of the County Council to offer our condolences and ask for advice. Her      

understanding is that the Government have said there will be no by-elections because 

of Covid-19. All elections will be held over until May 2021 which will of course be 

the year of the County Council cycle.  

In the meantime if anyone has an issue which needs to be dealt with by the County 

Council can contact Cllr Izzi Seccombe   cllrseccombe@warwickshire.gov.uk mobile 

07815 748 611 or Cllr Andy Crump cllrcrump@warwickshire.gov.uk mobile  07771 

335 273.  

Dogs for Good - Assistance dogs 

Dogs for Good are an innovative charity, exploring ways dogs can help people   

overcome specific challenges and enrich and improve lives and communities. This is 

a national charity which started in Warwickshire and now has its headquarters in 

Banbury. 

The assistance dogs support adults and children with a range of disabilities and    

children with autism. Their community dogs and their    

specialist handlers help people to improve their                

independence, wellbeing and skills. 

The Family Dog team gives advice and support to help 

families with an autistic child to get the most out of their 

relationship with their pet dog. 

Dogs for Good will have lost almost half their income this 

year, so we volunteers are looking at ways to raise funds for 

the charity. There are so many ways that you can help to 

raise money. Invite a volunteer to give an interesting Zoom talk to your group,      

volunteer your time from caring for a puppy or dog to joining a local supporter 

group, find out how you can give your time and make a difference. 

Look at their charity website: www.dogsforgood.org or contact Anna by email 

annaatthecarrow@btopenworld.com.  

mailto:cllrseccombe@warwickshire.gov.uk
mailto:cllrcrump@warwickshire.gov.uk


Letter from the Vicarage 

So much has changed and no I am not talking about COVID-19 although that has 

had a great impact. I am talking about my brother-in-law Doug who had a severe 

stroke in late January and the impact that has had on both him and my sister-in-law 

Stella. It has taken a lot of hard physical and emotional work to get them to where 

they are now. He can now walk - very short distances with a stick but with poor   

balance. His left arm and hand - his dominant side - are still useless, but he has his 

speech although his recognition of what is safe and what is not and his short term 

memory have been affected.  

I find it impossible to imagine what it is like for him and Stella, who still has all her 

physical and mental faculties but has lost her independence and has become a full 

time carer. She cannot see how she can still be involved in her Gospel choir which 

rehearses for two hours a week and does regular performances and her drama group 

which requires a similar commitment. Who will stay with Doug while she does this? 

The support groups and local charities run by volunteers that would have provided 

this are not doing so because of social distancing. 

Then there is the problem of the home. They live in a little cottage with steps       

everywhere, a tiny spiral staircase and a 1.2 acre garden with additional paddock 

and stables. Since he returned home from hospital two weeks before lockdown 

they have lived in two downstairs rooms. There is no way they can stay there. 

They must move and find themselves a bungalow with a small garden all on 

one level. So, life must change further and the comfort of the familiar must be 

left behind and yet more unknown embraced.  

Luckily, they have embraced this, and I have had two visits to help ‘house  

doctor’ their home ready for sale. Even that has been painful as they have had to   

decide what to take and keep and what to get rid of in a time when charity shops are 

not taking perfectly useable and in many cases much loved items. But on the good 

side the projected sale price was greatly improved after the ‘house doctoring’.  

As I think of this and the changes in my life due to lockdown and social distancing. 

I realise that my changes are temporary. One day - although that day may be a long 

way off yet - my life will be able to go back to pre-COVID. But there will be things 

I will miss or am thankful for... 

• My husband working from home. That has worked well for both of us and his 

employer. And I have had the added bonus that with no commute home he chose 

to take over the cooking – he is a good cook but never had time before.  

• Zooming our church services has been successful and continues despite now    

being able to have services in church. 

• The increased contact with family on Zoom and FaceTime. Regular chats 

through the week when before it was visits a few times a year. 



• Relationships with family and friends has become more important and a lot of the   

peripheries that used to be important no longer are.  

I think the last few months has made us all reevaluate so much. Perhaps we all need to 

‘house doctor’ our lives. Throw out the old and in some cases, much loved and       

embrace the new and unknown. To consider the lives of others and become the good 

neighbour. But let us not forget that there are those in our families and communities 

whose lives will not revert back, whose lives will have changed forever due to    

Covid-19 and other things that would have happened anyway. Let us 

see if we can be there for them and help them to embrace the new and        

unknown.  

Farnborough Church 100 Club 

The 100-Club year for 2019/20 is coming to an end with £420 being raised for church 

funds. Congratulations to the winners. 

It will re-commence at the beginning of October, if you have not already payed your 

next year’s subscription, and would like to continue, please contact Pam Marchant, 

Chapel Cottage, Farnborough on 690 064 or send your remittance as soon as possible 

in readiness for the October draw. We are very grateful for your continued support. 

There are still places available at £10 per number, if anyone would now like to join 

the Club do give it a try. There are four draws per year with three prizes in each, half 

the subscriptions made go towards Church funds and help with the upkeep of this 

beautiful building. 

Tots and Toddlers 

There is no Tots and Toddlers in September, but we are reviewing how to fulfil social 

distancing and hope to be back in October. 

Avon Dassett Community Benefit Society 
www.avondassettcommunitybenefitsociety.co.uk 

The Yew Tree is being run by volunteers and a limited number of paid staff until a 

tenant or manager can be found.  

Since opening, additional picnic tables and parasols have been acquired and the old 

smoking shed has been transformed into an ice cream shack offering a service 10am–

6pm for ice cream, tea, coffee, cakes, and soft drinks. 

The gardens are being maintained by volunteers and the new planting plus the         

addition of hanging baskets and planters have enhanced the external appearance. 

Feedback from our customers is very positive and we hope that we can continue to  

rely on their support once schools go back in September and into the winter months. 

Our accounts are still in draft awaiting our accountant’s sign off. One we have the 

signed accounts we will arrange an AGM as soon as we are able.  

We continue to sell shares to new investors and shares continue to be available, details 

together with further information about the Benefit Society is available on the      

website, address above. 



SELLING OR RENTING A PROPERTY?  
 

DID YOU KNOW YOU THAT YOU ARE LEGALLY REQUIRED 
TO HAVE AN ENERGY PERFORMANCE CERTIFICATE? 

 

AN EPC IS A LEGAL REQUIREMENT FOR ALL RENTED PROPERTY (BOTH DOMESTIC AND 
NON-DOMESTIC). PROPERTIES MUST HAVE A MINIMUM EPC RATING OF ‘E’ OR FACE 
FINES.  
ANNEXES AND OUTBUILDINGS THAT ARE LET OUT SEPARATELY TO THE MAIN       
PROPERTY NEED THEIR OWN EPC.  
AN EPC MUST BE IN PLACE BEFORE A PROPERTY IS MARKETED FOR SALE. NEW       
REGULATIONS MEAN THAT A LOW ENERGY RATING (BELOW ‘E’) MIGHT AFFECT A 
MORTGAGE APPLICATION, ESPECIALLY FOR A ‘BUY TO LET’ MORTGAGE.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ENERGY PERFORMANCE CERTIFICATES & LEGIONELLA RISK              
ASSESSMENTS 

Advice on alterations necessary to improve efficiency ratings of  
properties 

Is your water supply safe?  
Legionella Risk Assessments for landlords 

Fixed prices 
Qualified, Accredited and Insured 

Phone or email Phil for an appointment or advice 
 

0333 050 88250 

07805 061 419 

phil@baxterdevelopmentsolutions.com 

www.baxterdevelopmentsolutions.com 

“If you can measure it, you can manage it” 

‘B LEGAL, B SAFE, B DS’ 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We specialise in the supply of... 
 Decorative Gravels & Sand 

 Tipper Hire & tipping 
 Local Stone Chippings 

 Topsoil & Landscape Products 
 Hardcore Sub-bases 

  
AVAILABLE NOW! 

Bags of Quality Garden  Compost 
 

“committed to customer service” 
5, High Street, Fenny Compton,  

Southam, CV47 2XT 
Tel. 01295 770 313   
Fax. 01295 770 888 

 
E-mail  info@cwknight.co.uk  

www.cwknight.co.uk 

SB Carpentry& Property Services 
12 Berry Meadow  Fenny Compton Warwickshire CV47 2YH 

 
At SB Carpentry & Property Services we offer: 
 

•  Carpentry Services 
•  Plumbing Services 
• Windows and Doors—Wooden and UPVC 
• Kitchens and Bathrooms 
•  Fascia  and Guttering 
• Decking & Patios 
• Pergolas, Summer Houses and Sheds 
• Tiling Wall and Floors 
• Fencing 
• Loft Boarding and Insulation & Ladders 

If there is a job, big or small, that you think we may be able to help you with, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us for a free, no obligation quote 

email: si.bradley@yahoo.co.uk or Tel: 07545 147 009 



September  2020  Diary  .....   

Fenny Compton Bowls Club Nights 

Weekly on Fridays at 6:30pm  

Tuesday 1     

Wednesday 2   
Recycling Collection 

School Summer Term Starts 

Thursday 3    

Friday 4     

Saturday 5     

Sunday 6 

9:30am 

10:00am 

11:00am 

  

6:00pm 

Morning Prayer - Gaydon 

Holy Communion - Farnborough 

Communion (BCP) - Burton Dassett and 

                                   Online via Zoom 

Songs Of Praise - Online via Zoom 

Monday 7 7:30pm Avon Dassett PC Meeting - Videoconference 

Tuesday 8     

Wednesday 9     

Thursday 10     

Friday 11     

Saturday 12 
10:00am-1:00pm 

2:00pm-5:00pm 

Plant, Cake and Produce Stall - FC Village Hall 

Bowls Club Finals Day 

Sunday 13 

9:30am 

11:00am 

  

11:00am 

6:00pm 

Communion (BCP) - Gaydon 

Holy Communion - FC St Peter & St Clare and 

                                Online via Zoom 

Morning Prayer - Northend / Burton Dassett 

Evensong - Farnborough 

Monday 14     

Tuesday 15     

Wednesday 16   Recycling Collection 

Thursday 17     

Friday 18     

Saturday 19     

Sunday 20 

9:30am 

10:00am 

11:00am 

11:00am 

  

Morning Prayer - Gaydon 

Communion (BCP) - Farnborough 

Morning Prayer - FC St Peter & St Clare 

Holy Communion - Northend / Burton Dassett 

                                and Online via Zoom 

Monday 21 7:45pm Fenny Compton PC Meeting - Online via Zoom 

Tuesday 22   September Equinox 

Wednesday 23     

Thursday 24     

Friday 25     



Abacus Pre-school Nursery 

 

 
 

 

 

 Follows EYFS curriculum 

 Fully qualified staff 

 High adult to child ratios 

 Flexible term time session 

times, 9am-3pm 

 Rated ‘Good’ by Ofsted  

 Ages: 2½ to school age 

 Sessions from £11.25 

(reduced when using Free 

Entitlement) 
 

For further information call  

Jocelyn Lewry on 01295 771 050  

or visit www.abacuspre-school.co.uk 

 

Cornwall Holiday Cottage – Carpenters Cottage, Langore! 

We used to live in Fenny Compton and 
came down to Cornwall in 2018. We 
have a holiday let, Carpenters Cottage 
which is a beautiful Grade II listed     
cottage, full of character with slate 
floors, low beams and even lower     
doorways!  

The cottage is approximately 3 miles 
from Launceston, the historic original 
capital of Cornwall. Carpenters is ideally 
situated for exploring North Cornwall’s 
beaches & coastal villages. The nearest 
beach is 12 miles away and we have 
Dartmoor and Bodmin moor on our 
doorstep. We cater for two adults and 
welcome two well-behaved pets.  

 

For further details, please contact Carol or Rolf on 07506 413 489. 

Thank you for your interest 

  

SMART ‘N’ TIDY 
FENNY COMPTON 

  

NEED A HAND WITH THE GARDEN? 

 

CALL MELVIN SMART ON 
 

  

07940 139 161 

   

 

JOBBING GARDENER 

HANDYMAN 

 

ALSO 

GARDEN REPAIRS, SHEDS, FENCES, 

PATHS, PAVING ETC 







 

 

 

07816 337962 or 01926 614695 

email: theshiressweep@gmail.com 

www.theshiressweep.co.uk 

Your Local Professional Chimney Sweeping Service 

Full Range of Chimney Sweeping Services 

Open Fires, Stoves, Rayburn and Agas 

Cowls & Bird Guards Fitted Bird Nest Removal  



.....    September  2020  Diary   

Post Office Opening Times 

Avon Dassett 

the reading room 

Fenny Compton 

the village hall 

Northend 

the village hall 

 
Wednesday 

9:20am-10am 

 
Monday, Wednesday  & Friday 

9am-10am  

 

Monday & Wednesday 

9am-1pm 

Farnborough Village Hall 

Village Teas & Coffee Mornings: Cancelled until further notice   
 

Kineton Catholic Church Mass 

Weekly on Mondays at 10am and Sundays at 11am 

Methodist Church Fenny Compton 

Service & Coffee Mornings : Cancelled until further notice 

Mobile Library 

Fenny Compton Avon Dassett Farnborough 

Cancelled until further notice 

Digital Church via Zoom Every Week 

Morning Prayer: 10:30am Monday to Saturday 

Evening Prayer: 6:00pm Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday 

Songs Of Praise: 6:00pm Thursday 

Saturday 26 12:00pm-11:00pm Oktoberfest - Merrie Lion 

Sunday 27 

9:00am-12:00pm 

9:30am 

10:00am 

11:00am 

11:00am 

  

12:00pm-11:00pm 

Fenny Compton Footpath Group - see article 

Holy Communion - Gaydon 

Morning Prayer - Farnborough 

Communion (BCP) - FC St Peter & St Clare 

Morning Prayer - Northend / Burton Dassett 

                             and Online via Zoom  

Oktoberfest - Merrie Lion 

Monday 28 7:30pm Farnborough PC Meeting – via Zoom 

Tuesday 29     

Wednesday 30   Recycling Collection 



THE MERRIE LION 
BROOK STREET 
FENNY COMPTON 
01295 771134 
       

                             
 
 

 
OKTOBERFEST! 

 

26
th

 and 27
th

 September 
German Beer, Wine, Food, Music and Fancy Dress 

From 12 noon each day 

  
Wednesday Quiz Nights 

We are looking at ways of returning to Quiz Nights in October 

 

HAPPY HOURS 
Monday – Thursday 4-6pm, Friday and Saturday 5-7pm 

Carling, Pride of Fenny Ale, Thatcher’s Gold £3.20 per pint 

175ml House Wine £4  

 
Please note we do not offer a food service on  

Sunday evenings, Mondays and Tuesday lunch 

 

GRILL NIGHT IS NOW ON A TUESDAY! 
 

www.merrielion.co.uk 



Fenny Compton Footpath Group 

The Footpath Group is back in business! We had our first work session when we all 

turned out together in long time. Most of the paths are in pretty good shape, partly 

because we have been out doing maintenance as 

individuals and partly because the paths seem to 

have seen a lot more traffic during lockdown. 

We concentrated on the path from The Lankett to 

The Tunnel. It is now strimmed, hopefully just in 

time before the thistles go to seed. We also       

replaced a railway sleeper on a sleeper bridge. 

One of our relatively new starters got some 

strimmer training and soon picked it up. It is not 

too difficult, just lots to remember if you have 

never done it before. Next month we will carry 

on with the strimming, the weather has been  

fairly dry so thankfully the weeds and grass have 

not grown too much. 

Jim Peers found an old strimmer in the back of 

his garage and generously donated it to the   

Footpath Group. Thanks Jim. It had not run for years and there were a few bits miss-

ing. Amazingly, we got the engine running and I got the missing parts for about £20. 

We sent it out to do some work but it started to leak petrol so we have yet to use it in 

anger. 

I have had requests to install a couple of gates. It used to be that all I had to do was 

to email or phone my contact at Warwickshire County Council and a new gate 

would be delivered. Nowadays it is a lot more complicated so if you have contacted 

me with a request please bear 

with me, the new system is  

painfully slow. 

There are about 10 of us in the 

Group and we meet up every 4th 

Sunday from 9am to 12noon. 

The work is not hard or difficult 

but it is very rewarding and 

helps to keep the paths in good 

order. If you like the sound of it 

and want to try it out call me. Equipment and on the job training is provided and 

there is no obligation to be available for every session.  

We are also on Facebook so you can follow us there for regular updates on what we 

have been doing. Look for ‘fennycomptonfootpathgroup’. 
Brian Peers Contact details in The Directory 

Photos courtesy of Paul Grant & Roly Whear 



The Greenhouse Café is delivering homemade soups, cakes, scones,   

afternoon teas and deli boards. 

Weekly updates on what’s on offer. 

Check us out on Facebook 

or email cjo2d4@gmail.com with any enquiries. 

LOCAL 

 HANDMADE 

NATURAL SOAP 

 Vegan friendly & Buffalo Milk Soap 

perfect treat for yourself or as a gift. 

Made the old-fashioned way, with 

skin care & well-being in mind, using 

skin nourishing Oils, Butters, Clay, 

Organic Buffalo milk from Napton Buffalo, 

Botanicals and Essential oils. 

Eco friendly, NO chemicals. 

Free safe local delivery, 

Find us on Facebook @Savage Aromatics 

or www.savagearomatics.com 



The Dassett Country Show 

One of the many ‘missing’ events this year was The Dassett Country Show which 

should have taken place in Avon Dassett on 1st August. Sadly, the decision was taken 

in late May that it would have to be cancelled as the situation was too uncertain at 

that time to be sure it would be able to go ahead. 

This was a hard decision to have to make, particularly as this year’s charities, VASA 

and Shipston Home Nursing, were chosen in memory of two Avon Dassett residents 

who passed away towards the end of 2019. We were also conscious that charities 

would be struggling to raise funds this year. So, the Committee looked for a way to 

support our charities even though the Show itself was not taking place. It agreed to 

defer replacing some equipment and dig into its reserves to enable a donation to be 

made to them. This money was supplemented by the donation of a number of pitch 

fees in lieu of the refund that was offered to stallholders. We were grateful to them 

for their contributions! 

In the week before the Show would have taken place, we visited VASA and Shipston 

Home Nursing and, socially distanced of course, presented each of them with a 

cheque for £600. Although not quite as much as we would donate in a ‘normal’ year, 

we hope that the money helps them with carrying on their valuable work in these 

difficult times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bowls Club 

Our restricted season heads towards a close. In the absence of competitive matches 

due to Covid-19, we have enjoyed a great season with 15 new members. Our         

internal competitions have resulted in some very close entertaining matches. Finals 

day takes place on Saturday 12th September so if anyone is interested please come 

along and support the Club. 



A Three Spires Walk 

A 6 mile walk through three villages, farmland and by lakes links three churches in 

Fenny Compton, Avon Dassett and Farnborough. Many locals will know most of 

the paths, but we linked them together to make a circular walk. We started and    

finished at the Fenny Compton War Memorial although the walk could be started 

from the centre of Avon Dassett or Farnborough taking about 3½ hours including a 

breakfast picnic. Parking is available in Memorial Road. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Facing the Memorial walk left to Church Street up to St Peter and St Clare Church 

through the churchyard out to Dog Lane. Follow to The Slade, turn left past the 

farmhouse and barns looking for the kissing gate on the right. Take the right fork 

through the beans (in August), over the stile, along the boundary to the crab apple 

tree forking left up to the half-dead ash tree. Pass through the hedge gap, left uphill 

beside the sunflowers. Keep straight on past the ash tree on the right and head for 

the poplar trees. Follow the field boundary then cross the arable field of wheat to 

the gap in the tree line across another field to reach the marker post and kissing 

gate. Over the road and style into a meadow and head for the wooden fence posts 

round the edge of an old quarry. Leave the fence line towards the metal gate and 

over another stile. Follow the path through the wooded section - beware brambles 

and nettles - then through the gateway to the meadow. Walk along the contour    

parallel to the boundary fence turning sharp right just after electricity pole and over 

the stile. Go through the gap in the tall conifer hedge and turn immediately left with 

the tall hedge on your left. Sheltered by the trees walk along a dark stretch to meet 

the road into Avon Dassett by John the Baptist Church.  

Continue downhill into the village taking the left turn into a lane just after the 

George VI letter box beside St Anne’s Cottage. Walk to the Dutch barn turn right 

and follow the barn wall. Beyond the barn meet a gate and go into pasture to follow 

the contour for a while to meet a stile with no boundaries!  



The path starts to gently climb with views over the Dassett Gap and the M40         

towards the scarp of Edge Hill. Follow the path through the gorse bushes eventually 

meeting a stile in the corner of the pasture. Cross the arable field over a style to pass 

along a 380m stretch of 2m tall maize down to the road.  

Left to Farnborough keeping an eye open for the permissive path on the left just   

before the brick wall on the right. Follow woodland path to the lake, turn right and 

walk along the embankment with the lake to your left until you are alongside a    

surfaced road. Take the gravel path beyond the wooden gate and follow this crossing 

another road via two more wooden gates. Leaving the gravel path via two stone 

walls turn left to the village centre.  

A short diversion off to the right can be made to St Botolph’s Church. Near The 

Kitchen look for the sunflower sculptures on the house walls on the left and take the 

signed path beside Chapel Cottage at Heydons Terrace. Over the style into pasture 

head uphill towards a bush of gorse just visible on the brow of Windmill Hill.   

Keeping the stone heap on your left go over the brow and head for a gap between 

two hawthorn trees then downhill to the left of the gorse bushes, bare right to the 

crab apple tree to find the stile.  

Follow the hedge line to the bridge and stiles - another without boundaries - looking 

for the marker post on the boundary slightly to the right. Over the stile uphill next to 

the hedge to a marker post to turn right across the crop to a gap in the hedge. Head 

through the crop to a few treetops to find a kissing gate and bridge. Go uphill across 

the crops at about 40o to the hedge line (WNW) and then down to another bridge and 

kissing gate out on to The Slade. Turn left along The Slade down past the farmhouse 

and through the kissing gates on the right into Hall Yard to walk towards the St Peter 

and St Clare Church. Go through the two gates to bring you into the churchyard and 

back onto Church Street and Memorial Road to complete the walk. 
Greg and Cherie Southgate 

Farnborough Village Hall 

We hope that everyone has kept well during the past rather trying few months and 

we are sorry that our Village Hall has been unable to open for the benefit of         

residents and visitors alike. 

Of course, it has not been possible to continue with our popular afternoon teas this 

season, the first time in 20 years we have not been able to offer this popular event, 

more is the pity. 

We are delighted to announce that with effect from the beginning of September our 

Hall will be open for private hire. Our regular Coffee Mornings on Tuesdays will  

also resume at 10:30am. Please check with Emma on 690 254 or Fiona 690 039. 

Plant, Cake and Produce Stall 

On Saturday 12th September there will be a few stalls in the Village Hall from 10am 

to 1pm selling plants and other produce and some books. Please come and support 

this sale which will be in aid of the Church funds. 





Abacus 

Welcome back to a new term at Abacus. We would like to welcome everyone back 

and hopefully (nearly) normal service is resumed. 

Thank you to all the children and their families who left us in July to 

continue their learning journey. We hope their transition into school is 

easy despite the challenges that we have faced in the last few months. 

The children were amazing and coped so well with all the different 

changes that they had to quickly adapt to. We are very proud of you all. Also, thank 

you for all the lovely cards and gifts the staff received at the end of term. It is very 

much appreciated. 

We have most sessions available at the moment, but these will fill quickly as we     

approach Christmas. Please contact us as soon as possible to have a chat about what 

you need. 

Hopefully fundraising will be restarted soon so keep your eyes peeled for notices in 

the village. We look forward to seeing you soon. 

Covid-19 Survey 

To understand how the Covid-19 pandemic has affected people, Warwickshire County 

Council is inviting people to complete a short survey to give their opinions about the 

different ways in which Covid-19 has impacted their lives and covers a variety of  

topics including health & wellbeing, local town centres & high streets, transport and 

green spaces. 

The survey, which should take around 15 minutes to complete, is available online at 

ask.warwickshire.gov.uk/public-health/covid-survey/. All respondents must be aged 

18 and over. Anyone who would like to complete the survey but does not have        

Internet access can call 01926 731 484 and someone can complete the survey over the 

phone on your behalf.  The survey closes on Wednesday 30th September 2020. 

The Dassett School 

All children are expected to return in September on a full-time basis. Obviously, this 

is a difficult time for staff and for those parents who feel that returning to school 

could be a challenge for them and their little ones. However, it will be great to have 

the  children back, for the sake of their ongoing education and well-being. 

A full risk assessment has been put in place and many of the procedures that we      

followed for key workers' children and those who returned after May half term are 

still in place and these worked successfully during last term. Obviously, changes have 

been made to accommodate the larger number of pupils. 

Some of the changes affect where children enter and move around the school and 

how the teacher interacts with them in the classroom. We will be trying, as all 

schools, to ensure the integrity of each classroom/year group 'bubble' so that pupils 

have contact with as few adults as possible. Extra cleaning will be in place and     

children are being taught, and reminded regularly, to wash their hands for the full 20 

seconds and to 'catch, kill and bin' coughs and sneezes.           Suzanne Corry Headteacher 

 



Life Behind Bars 
Jim Peers 

 

Our crime, as many colleagues here would say, was just 

An ill-starred cross of time and place; but jail it had to be. 

This nick is typically old and used, the metal windows stiff, 

The plumbing slow; the floorboards creak you all the way 

And back on comfort breaks at night. The garden area, 

Surrounded by a barbed wire bramble hedge, is quite  

A size and popular with birds who sing and fool around, 

And other animals who pop in overnight and fight 

And park a crap and vandalise the lilies just like the 

Good old days. This morning on the grass I found 

A broken tiny eggshell and I hoped its passenger 

Had got away in time. It will be grown and singing  

With the rest before our turn to fly arrives. 

No pardon seems in sight for our fortuitous crime. 
 

The food is great; you’d think that with the sword 

Of Damocles so finely poised above our heads 

Our appetites would wane. No way, no wane. The menus 

Hit the spot like perfect penalties; forget the fancy  

Dining of our former life, the chefs awash with  

Arrogance, the prices off the scale, the oily staff. 

Here we’ve had sorrel soup, wild garlic pesto, 

Perfect steaks, asparagus and salmon, broad beans 

(Loaded on buttered sourdough, need I say) and,  

For our tea break, flapjacks, gingerbread and Dundee cake.  

Our cook’s another inmate but she knows her stuff; 

No stupid virus would attempt to turn her off. 

The bar and wine list - my concern – are, shall we say, 

Acceptable in the straitened circumstances of the day.  
 

For exercise there’s housework, borne with all the smiling 

Bonhomie you’d want. Almost no shopping, bar to get 

My pills; the pharmacists all quiet and smelling sweet as hay, 

Their masks are double thick; you can’t pick up a word they say. 

We get a proper walk three times a week. We stick 

To footpaths but the prison anoraks are spotted in a flash 

And other walkers steer away like we had got the rash. 

On other days it’s garden work. We dig for bloody victory 

And watch some hired hand enjoy the ride-on mower. 

My beans got done by mice and two nights freaking 

Frost arrived in May – so half my spuds were lost.  



Till last week visitors verboten. Now they’ve got a scheme  

Which lets a brace of inmates from some other clink 

Enjoy a soiree in our yard. We know them all too well, 

But strange to say the wit and wisdom fairly flow. 

These odd conditions make you realise you’ve no idea 

What’s really in their heads or even in your own.   

The news we hear is somehow never plain. Our leaders, 

Rightly anxious, serve a regular and wholesome diet 

Of mainly positives. Their critics and the thirsty choir 

Of scribes, a few at least of which have good intentions, 

Swoop like excited rats on failures, muddles and excuses 

As they obligingly emerge, withering with scorn, 

Dismay and cutting pity - excepting carefully the heroes  

Cast for sainthood - the variegated and distinctly weary army 

On which our lives depend. In our profession reticence  

On others’ failures is a stronger inclination. 
 

The weeks stroll by, kicking us on the ankles as they pass; 

We are unharmed but time is stolen from us every day. 

News from our families pounds impatiently at our ears  

And eyes; they dodge and bounce, submerge and rise 

And still have time to care for us as if we suffered  

From the blind insouciance of youth. They grow, we age;  

There is a cool revision of the previous peacetime truth. 

Our greatest loss is fun. No pubs, no clubs, no foreign trips, 

Or dining out or Morris Dancing. No Wigmore Hall,  

No culture walks or learned talks on Caesar’s Gaul. 

No summer operas with picnics stolen from the rain, 

No raucous multi generation feasts, indulgent shopping trips 

Or cacophonic music making. The car may never start again.  
 

This is an age of life imported by a bullying star. 

In facing its constraints our chosen stratagem  

Is to revert to student domesticity and be an Item.  

Though quite unarguably two we trade as one, 

And armed with just the lightly anchored confidence 

Of youth we can ignore the frowns and insolence of all  

Our various incarcerators and live each day  

Precisely as it comes. No need to take up Sanskrit, 

Limbo dancing or the science of poppadums.    

As former inmates here have often quietly said,  

It is a blessing where our path has strangely lead.  
 

Written 4 June 2020 



The Surgery 

The current Coronavirus pandemic has presented huge challenges over the last few 

months. Nobody has been immune from the disruption, uncertainty and, at times, 

distress. We want to reassure you all that the practice is continually working to    

provide the best service we possibly can at this time.  

Coronavirus remains a very real threat to everyone and the practice unfortunately 

cannot return to ‘normal’ at this time. To let our guard down now would risk the 

safety not only of staff but of other patients and this is not something we are        

prepared to do. 

The practice is trying to operate essential patient contacts only and to triage a huge 

number of phone calls each day. The staff will be able to provide information on 

how the systems are operating to those required and information posters can be 

found at the practices on attending. 

Please notify us upon your arrival for your appointment but please wait outside the 

practice until you are called in. This is safer for patients and safer for staff, please 

continue to wear your face masks if you are planned to be seen face to face. 

We are aware some measures may seem excessive to some, but there is a risk should 

a member of staff contract Covid-19, that services would be hugely disrupted.  

We know many patients are anxious about the months ahead, managing existing and 

new health conditions and flu vaccinations. A huge amount of work and planning is 

going on behind the scenes to restart services and to keep you safe – please be      

patient with us as you have been.  

The practice is acutely aware of the proposed changes to the flu vaccination          

programme but unfortunately there has been limited guidance and advice via NHS 

England as to how this will be managed in real terms. As soon as we have official 

plans in place, we will inform you all. 

We are grateful to have such an understanding and considerate practice population 

whilst we, along with you, navigate the ever-changing face of this pandemic.  
Drs Marshall and Sharples 

Carers4Carers 

Carers4Carers is a self-help support group for carers living in Kineton and the      

surrounding villages and rural area. While we consider how to safely resume our 

face-to-face meetings, we continue to keep in touch via our monthly email and 

newsletter; our volunteers are offering telephone support calls and we continue to 

run a ‘virtual coffee morning’.  

If you would like to join us, look out for joining instructions in our monthly email or 

contact the number below. If you are a member, have not heard from us but would 

like a call, do get in touch. To find out more about our work, take a look at our   

website www.carers4carersonthefosse.org, email us at kcarers4carers@gmail.com or 

call 07947 893 504. 





THE DIRECTORY 
 

The Surgery  High Street Fenny Compton  01295 770 855  Fax 01295 770 858   

www.fennycomptonandsheningtonsurgery.nhs.uk  

Dr Marshall   Dr Hodgkins   Dr Sharples   Dr Shires 

Appointments: Weekdays (except Thursday) 9am-6pm - Thursdays 9am-1pm  

Evening Surgery Mondays 6:30pm-8pm 

Dispensary open  Weekdays (except Thursday) 9am-noon & 3pm-5:30pm - Thursdays 9am-1pm 
 

Out of Hours Emergency 0870 225 5858         NHS Direct  111 
 

abacus pre-school nursery 
Jocelyn Lewry 771 050 
 

allotments association 
Roly Whear 770 162 
 

aqueous 
Alan Payne  770 173 
 

bowls club 
Alan Payne 770 173 
 

brownies 
Helen King 770 188 
 

churches 
catholic church kineton 
Fr David Tams   01608 685 259  
 

methodist church 
Revd Peter Powers  0741 328 155  
Rep: Linda Coleman   770 679 
 

parish church 
Rev Nicki Chatterton07769 871 237 
chat2rev.nicki@gmail.com 
Keith Distin    AD/FC 770 118 
Lesley Bosman AD/FC 771 177 
Fiona Russell-Perry Farn 690 039 
 

colts football club 
David Finch 770 026 
 

community transport   
transport:vasa.org.uk  01789 262 889 
 

councillors county  
Izzi Seccombe   FC/Farn 
  cllrseccombe@warwickshire.gov.uk 
Andy Crump FC/Farn 

cllrcrump@warwickshire.gov.uk 
Chris Williams AD 770 792  
 

councillors district  
John Feilding AD/Farn  07718 037 142  
Louis Adam   FC          07971 342 940  
   louis.adam@stratford-dc.gov.uk 
 

dassett men’s club 
Mike Forbes 690 900 
 

dassett school 
Head: Suzanne Corry 770 267 
Chair of Governors: Hester Stevns  
Friends of the Dassett School 
Melissa Hartwell  07740 492 349 
 
 

 

fire station 
Sub Officer Tony Thornton 07500 770 674  
 

football club 
Steve Dixey 770 138 
 

footpaths group 
Brian Peers 770 644 
 

gardening club ad 
Gill Lewis  690 643 
 

golf society 
Derek Maries      07968 439363 
 

neighbourhood watch 
fennycomptonnw.blogspot.co.uk 
stratfordnw.blogspot.co.uk  
Lily Hope-Frost AD  690 472 
Keith Hicks FC 236 448 
Andrew Campbell Farnbro’690 776 
 

over 60s 
Carol Walker 770 410 
 

playing fields group - Farnborough 
Keith Binding   690 390 
 

police                      101 
safer neighbourhood Team 
 01926 684 984  
 

scout group 

Chris Revitt 770 871 
Crevitt@gmail.com  
 

sports field fc 
Bookings: Melvin Smart 770 612 
 

tots & toddlers 
Nicki Chatterton  07769 871 237 
chat2rev.nicki@gmail.com 
 

transport ubus 01789 264 491 
 
 

village halls 
fenny compton 
Bookings:                07947 711 707 
fcvh.org.uk/hiring 
farnborough 
farnboroughwarwickshire.co.uk/bookings 
Bookings: Anna Massen 690 723 
avon dassett reading room 
Bookings: Jenny Sherriff  690 416 
 

women’s institute 
Deborah Lea 770 652 

mailto:cllrseccombe@warwickshire.gov.uk
mailto:cllrcrump@warwickshire.gov.uk

