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Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of 
Avon Dassett Parish Council  

 
Monday 6th June 2016, 7.30 pm at The Reading Room.  

 
The meeting commenced at 7.30pm. 

 

1. APOLOGIES (with acceptance of apologies):  Councillor Chris Williams (report emailed in 
advance of meeting).  Bart Dalla-Mura.  

Present: Trevor Gill, Mike Blakeman, Darrell Muffitt, Martyn Heard, Clerk (Helen Hide-Wright). 

Members of the public:  Candy and John Kegg. 

2.   DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:  None. 

3.  CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  The minutes were accepted as a true record.  
Proposed: Mike Blakeman, seconded: Darrell Muffitt, unanimous.    

4.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC: None 

5.  MATTERS ARISING: 

Community  

a) Burial Ground:  The Compost is being used to level the depressions.  The sheep are in the 
car-park and it is hoped that the grass will be shorter as a result.  Open Gardens has made 
a request to use the Cemetery Car-Park.  This request was agreed to. Trevor will cut the 
grass if required. 

b) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch: Nothing to report.  Trevor Gill will request 
that the Police will drive through the village on the day of Open Garden’s to show a 
presence. 

c) Playground – (including inspection):  The Clerk confirmed that the safety check tick list 
will be adapted to suit the inspection of the play area.  ACTION: Clerk and Trevor Gill 
to adapt the safety spread-sheet before the next meeting. 

Darrell Muffitt asked about when the repairs will take place on the play equipment.  
Trevor Gill confirmed that the repairs will be listed and timetabled for repair over the 
summer.  ACTION: The repairs to the play area will be listed and timetabled for 
repair over the summer. 

The Worrall family has stated that it is not prepared to give the freehold of the play area 
to the Village. 

The flag pole will be inspected with a view to painting it and repairing the flag 
mechanism. 
 

d) Superfast Broadband:  It is understood that the cabinets are now joined up.   

e) Post Office: No further information.  Awaiting information about a potential agent to 
take over the franchise.   

f) Village Communications:  Darrell Muffitt was thanked for his work on the Memorandum 
of Understanding for the website by Trevor Gill.  MOU in Appendix 1. 

The people who have elected to receive hard copies of information rather than emails are 
receiving the information from Trevor Gill and Darrell Muffitt. 

g) Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II’s 90th birthday celebrations:  This is all set up for the 
weekend.  Catering arrangements are in hand.  Volunteers are asked to assemble at 
9.00am at the Reading Room to make the sandwiches.  All of the ingredients are paid for, 
people are asked to help if they can. 
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The car-park on the AD side of Farnborough Hall will be used for AD residents.  If it 
rains during the event, marquees will be used.  The marquees will be installed on 
Saturday afternoon.  Volunteers are being sought to assist in removing the marquees 
afterwards, 9.30am at Farnborough Hall, on the Monday 13th June. 

Roads: Traffic, Roads and Drains:  The road has been repaired opposite the pub.  The footpath 
has been repaired close to that area.   ACTION: Trevor to ask about the repair to the leak at 
the top of the hill. Discussion took place about the water on the road.  Neither the water 
company nor the County Council consider the matter to be their responsibility.  The Parish 
Council has been informed that the water is emerging as a consequence of the high water table.  
The Parish Council will continue to pursue the matter. 

Environment/Maintenance 

h) Green areas (including condition of verges):  The contractor has been asked to ensure 
that the grass is cut prior to both the cycling event and also for Open Gardens.  The 
flower tubs are being re stocked with fresh plants. 
The Parish Council discussed the land near to the bus stop.  It was decided that the Parish 
Council will approach the land agent to approach the land owner to gain permission to 
clear the remaining area.  ACTION: Parish Council to contact land agent to seek 
permission to work on land not owned by Warwickshire Highways. 
 

i)  Reading Room maintenance:  Martyn Heard confirmed that the windows will be given a 
final measure up with a view to their manufacture and subsequent installation during the 
summer.  Trevor Gill has made preliminary enquiries of the Probation Service to decorate 
the Reading Room. 

 
Communication/Administration  
 
 j)  Administration:  The Clerk confirmed that the audit return has been sent to Grant Thornton 
along with the internal audit report.  The Clerk has received confirmation of the reports which have to 
be published within the Transparency Act, from WALC.  Upon review, the website does not carry all 
of the documentation from past audits.  It was decided to undertake a review of all the documents on 
the website with a view to uploading additional reports and reorganising their display to maximise 
clarity and accessibility.  ACTION: Darrell Muffitt will contact Sarah Richardson to see if the 
website can have a separate section for the audit and finance and that further information can 
be loaded onto the website. 
 
6. COUNCIL REPORTS  

County Councillor’s Report: Chris Williams 
 

The County took three decisions last week which might have outcomes for Avon Dassett.  These were: 
 

1. Combined Authority  
  
It was decided to join the West Midlands Combined Authority since it is believed that now being in 
the Combined Authority would mean that Warwickshire is better placed to negotiate with government 
on the priority schemes for which we need funding.  Positive outcomes are now likely than if we were 
not part of the WMCA.  By deciding on non-constituent status, as opposed to full membership at this 
time, it affords the County the opportunity to consider the pros and cons of membership in more detail 
before committing to full membership. 
 
Assurances were given that before the decision to become a full member is taken, public 
consultation will take place. 
 

2. Help for Syrian Refugees         
 

The County has agreed in principle to provide accommodation for up to 12 families with Syrian 
Refugee status.  These refugees will be chosen from camps in Syria, not elsewhere in Europe.  The 
families will be housed throughout Warwickshire.  The cost of undertaking this support will be met by 
central government. 
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3. Police and Crime Commissioner 
 
Warwickshire has a new Police and Crime Commissioner, Philip Seccombe, who was elected to the 
position on 5th May 2016.  Philip is a District Councillor and is the husband of Cllr Izzi Seccombe the 
Leader of Warwickshire County Council.   He replaces Ron Ball the previous holder of this position 
and will responsible in ensuring that Warwickshire continues to have greater numbers of Police 
Officers on the front line.  There is also national recognition that Warwickshire’s prudent financial 
management means it is better placed than many forces to meet the challenges that lie ahead. 

 

Darrell Muffitt expressed concern about the latest development in the Combined Authority issue, 
specifically the land and housing matter.  Trevor Gill expressed his agreement to Darrell’s concerns.  
He thought that there should be road shows to share this issue and capture the public viewpoint on the 
matter.  Concerns were shared about the use of Warwickshire to satisfy the housing needs of the towns 
and cities in the region. 

 

No report was submitted from District Councillor Bart Dalla-Mura.  The District Councillor had 
undertaken to look into the issue of the rates for the Avon Public House.  ACTION: Mike Blakeman 
to contact Bart to see if he had been able to review or progress this matter. 

 

7. CORRESPONDENCE – Paper copies circulated at meeting.  Emails circulated prior to meeting.   

Npower had written to the Parish Council chasing the refund on the erroneous electricity 
surcharge, based on Npower’s historical error.  The Direct Debit was challenged by the Clerk and 
refunded to the PC bank account.  Trevor Gill is continuing to deal with this issue. 

 

8.   PLANNING (Declarations of interests): 

Application: 16/01748/TREE: Scots Pine - Remove two lowest branches overhanging tennis courts, at The 
Limes, Mr John Anderson.  No Representation.   

Application: 16/01533/TREE:  Ash Tree – Removal, at Flat 3, Bitham Hall, Mrs Kegg. No representation.   

 

9.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

Transparency grant for application to website for £250 will be made by Trevor Gill. 

It was confirmed that the Clerk is now on SCP 22 with effect from 1 April 2016.  Trevor Gill 
requested approval for the payroll to her paid on the basis of 22 hours per calendar month. This was 
agreed and Helen’s contractual hours will be amended accordingly. 

Proposed: Trevor Gill, seconded: Darrell Muffitt 

£150 for tubs was sought and approved.  Proposed: Trevor Gill, seconded: Darrell Muffitt. 

The membership of WALC was approved on the basis of a 1% increase (previously advised by 
WALC). 

Proposed: Trevor Gill, seconded: Darrell Muffitt. 
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Current Account  £  10318.54 
Savings Account  £    9,282.68* Ring fenced funds and 
interest received.   
 
Bank Transactions 
Current Account  Chq/SO/DD   In  Out   
4 May 2016  Hire of RR  Dep  25.00 
5 May 2016  N Power  DD      23.00 
5 May 2016  DD Refund Npower   146.72 
12 May 2016  1372         19.30 
17 May 2016  1374       246.00 
19 May 2016  Salary   Bill Payment   240.75 
31 May 2016  1371           7.96 
31 May 2016  1373           8.00 
31 May 2016  1375         60.00 
  
Deposit Account      In  Out 
9 May   Interest     £0.35 
 
Cheques issued from mtg  Cheque No    Amount 
6.6.16     J. Sherriff          Coffee June 1376    £    7.54 
 1377 Cheque CANCELLED 
6.6.16     MFM Services  May Mowing 1378    £321.00 
6.6.16    H. Hide-Wright  Clerk Expenses (May) 1379    £  64.75 
6.6.16     AD Local History Group  Website Hosting 1380    £216.66 
6.6.16  Wyvale                Compost Cemetery 1381    £  12.00 
Total Cheques     £621.95 
Electronic Transfers Authorised from Mtg 
6.6.16  Farnborough Village Hall (Queen’s Birthday celebration, Farnborough)  £250.00 
Total authorised expenditure     £871.95 
New Balances for Ring Fenced Funds: 
Neighbourhood Watch    £      185.00 
St John’s Steps appeal Funds   £      359.13 
Community Grant Fund (Laptop)  £        11.20 
Interest Received    £          0.35 
Play area lease grant from AD Fete Committee  £      200.00 
RR Maintenance (From Fete Committee) £   1,000.00 
Playground (from fete committee)  £      250.00 
Ring fenced RR Maintenance   £   5,000.00 
Ring fenced Parish Plan/RR Refurbishment £   2,000.00 
Transparency Grant    £      277.00 
Total      £   9,282.68 
 

10.    MEMBER REPORTS:  Mike Blakeman asked about the sign outside The Limes.  The bottom of 
the sign is corroded and dangerous if it falls on someone.  It was decided to remove the sign so it is no 
longer a danger and lay it on the floor. 

Some members of the Parish Council noted that they are unable to attend the meetings on  the 3rd 
October and 5th December.  Trevor Gill not available on 3rd October.  ACTION: Clerk to circulate 
alternative date for meetings in August, October and December. 

Darrell Muffitt asked what the rationale was for the speed reduction points coming into the village 
from the B4100.  The background was not known.  Discussions took place about the problem of 
speeding traffic.  ACTION: This issue is to raised with Cllr Williams at the next meeting. 

 

11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS for 2016: 4th July, 22nd Aug, 3rd Oct, 7th Nov, 5th Dec. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.45pm. 



Appendix 1 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 

between Avon Dassett Parish Council and Avon Dassett Local History Group 
in relation to Avon Dassett Community Website 

 
1. Background   
1.1 This Memorandum of Understanding outlines the key roles and responsibilities of the 
main parties involved in the provision of parish council information on Avon Dassett 
Community website.     
1.2 The parties are: Avon Dassett Parish Council (ADPC) and Avon Dassett Local History 
Group (ADLHG).   
2. Roles and Responsibilities   
2.1 The key roles of each party in the provision of parish council information on Avon Dassett 
Community website are set out below.   
Avon Dassett Parish Council  
2.2 ADPC will: 
i) Provide all relevant parish council documentation for the website in a secure format. 
ii) Provide official documentation, news and events for the website only via the Clerk to the 
Parish Council or the Parish Councillor with responsibility for communication or the Chair of 
the Parish Council.  
Avon Dassett Local History Group 
2.3 ADLHG will: 
i) Provide dedicated pages for ADPC on the Community Website hosted by Stratford District 
Council. 
ii) Publish information provided by ADPC to be compliant with the Transparency Code for 
Smaller Authorities. 
iii) Maintain the integrity of all information provided by ADPC and undertake no alterations to 
official documentation. 
iv) Report news and events as provided by ADPC with no alterations unless previously 
agreed. 
v) Forward any communication regarding ADPC directly to the Clerk of ADPC. 
vi) Make no changes to the hosting agreement with Stratford District Council without 
consulting ADPC. 
vii) Co-operate with Freedom of Information requests. 
 
3. Reviewing the Memorandum of Understanding   
3.1 This Memorandum of Understanding will be kept open to review. Amendments may be 
made following agreement between ADPC and ADLHG. 
 
Signed on behalf of Avon Dassett Parish Council 
 

 
 
Darrell Muffitt 
Date: 03/06/2016 
 
Signed on behalf of Avon Dassett Local History Group 

 
Dr Sarah Richardson 
Date: 01/06/2016 
 



 



 



 



 

 
 
 
 



 


