Trees and Grounds of Bitham Hall, Avon Dassett

We are indebted to Sandra Rice (now of Leamington Hastings) for providing this information on the
trees and grounds of Bitham Hall, Avon Dassett. Bitham House and grounds were designed by
Joseph Knight and completed in the 1850s. Knight made his fortune importing exotic plants
explaining some of the valuable and historic specimens which remain in the grounds of Bitham Hall.
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Bitham Hall - key clements of the landscape e 20
1 - Bitham Hall (1853-5
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| 3 = Rock garden

4 - Conservatory (1855)
$ « Kitchen garden (now Coach House garden)
6 ~ Woodland garden
7 — North drive, footbridge and rockwork
£ ~ North Lodge (c 18%0)
9 — Hill Garden and Potato Ground (productive gardens)
10 - Walk along ridge
11 - Sate of summerhouse; view of monkey puzzies
12 « Fox Covert (oenamental plastation, mid C19)
13 ~ Park ('Bitham Paddock” in 1857; formerly *Dairy
2| Ground®)
14 - Drive with ormamental planting; possible site of
‘Rustic Garden® (mid C19)
15 ~ Moat, taken into plessure grounds mid C19
~| 16 — Main entrance with cast-iron gates (¢ 1854) - { 'BAC48T-5
17 < Roman Catholic Chuech and Presbytery (1855) ;g ’ 3 ’ :
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This plan of Bitham Hall demonstrates some of the key elements of the

landscaping




The Tree Register, 20/1/00 11:30 pm +0000, Bitham Hall

Reply-To1 “The Tree Fagister® <infodtres-register.crg»
From: “The Troe Register® <infodtree-register.crg>

Toi "Sandra Rice" <ricesbclara.co.ckr

Subjectt Blthas Hall

Date: Tha, 20 Jan 2000 23:30:38 -0000

X-Pricsity: )

R<RCPT) rices

Statoe: U

Dear Sandra

Sincere apologies for the delay in replying. The reccsds you sent have now
twen added 1o the Reglster and many are certainly the largest we have on
record for Warwickshire. Even the Quercus robur is the largest recorded in
Tecent years and alticugh a few bigger are recorded there is a good chance
they no longer survive.

I am gresuming that girths are recorded at l.%a above ground level as per
our galdelines for tree measuring. (Seo wab site for details)

The trees whioch jumped cut as being wery special are the Scphora japonice
which Ls the 4th largest of any recorded in the British Isles. This scunds
iike a very lmportant tree, I would lowe to see a photo of it Lif possible.
$e0 our Web Site for details of the chaspicn just found im the garden of the
Bishop of St. Alban's, Hertfordshire.

The Pinue plnaster is also & very large specimen, 11th biggest can recced.
The Tilla tcemntosa ‘Petlolaris’ Lls 12th biggest. The Carplnus Detulus is
ancther very fine speciman as is the Cryptcemsia for this past of Esgland.

Thanks again for sendisg the records.
Beat wishes

David Alderman

Reglotrar (volunteer)

emall: infoltree-registerx.ory

o/o The Tree Fegister of the British Isles
77a Hall End
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Tel/FPax: 44-(0)1234 68884

webalte) wwaw, tree-register.org

This letter from the Registrar of the Tree Register of the British Isles explains
the significance of some of the specimens at Bitham Hall




