
THE DASSETT COUNTRY SHOW –11
th

 SEPTEMBER 2014 

MINUTES 

Present: Natalie Heath, Sue MacLeod,  Marveen Randerson,  Ali Fraser, Trevor Gill, Michele Gill, 

Kevin Dancer, Anna Prosser                                                  

Apologies:  Sandra Heard   
 

Financial Review and Profit Update 

A breakdown of the finances was distributed by Michelle.  The net profit was £4,077.56 

This was made up of an income of £7,429.61 on the day and expences of £3,352.05. 

We over ordered on the burgers and this was discussed.  Trevor has looked at alternative bakeries 

and has spoken with Carpenters about next year.   The tea tent made a profit of £806 after supplying 

free refreshments to many of the helpers and Strummers.  Coconuts and Bricabrac did really well 

this year as did the bucket collection which would have made more if we had more help when the 

car park moved to overflow.  Dassett Mare was also very popular.  We took less on the raffle but 

put £100 towards a raffle prize and previously a large number of tickets have been sold through The 

Avon.   

There was a discussion about finding sponsorship, possibly for the dog show, clay shoot 

programme etc and Nat will put together some packages.  To contact local companies, re-cycling 

companies etc. 

 

Show Feedback  

From non-committee members:  Very positive feedback received ‘back to what it should be’ and it 

was considered great for children.   We could do with large chalk boards showing activities.  More 

programmes needed on the day or to consider a print-out of the field to be given out. 

WI felt that the quality of the entries in Best in Show was better but could do with less categories 

and more entries especially in the children’s classes. 

It had been found that the speakers were tuned to 4G frequency and interference was a problem but 

can be corrected for next year. 

Concern that the website had not been updated and many activities from last year were still 

displayed and others did no tappear on it. 

 

Show set-up:  It was felt that the set up on Wednesday was much better and was well organised and 

much better using Stewarts equipment.  It would help to start setting up Bricabrac on Wednesday 

and have earlier collections.  Need clearer flyers to let people know when and where we are 

collecting. 

 

Field lay-out, traffic etc:  Middle section was good but maybe have a smaller circular ring.  Car 

parking worked well but could have used the space saved for Diesel  Heads and better entrance 

from that area. 

 

Spa Strummers and Main Ring attractions:  Everyone enjoyed the Spa Strummers.  Nat to book 

for next year, to discuss paying a little more and having 3 or 4 sets.  Marveen to book the 

Bloodhounds.  Dog Show needed more classes and to start later.  Still open 12nooon but main ring 

to start about 1pm till 5pm.  Tombola prizes to be 3 for £1.  Grow and Show was better but need 

more entries. Chicken Bingo may have been in the wrong place and needed more promotion.  Jenga 

was not popular.  Clay Pigeon shoot worked well.  We were missing 2 main attractions, Terrier 

Racing and Tug of War.   Ray can borrow the equipment for Terrier Racing next year.  Nat to see if 

Dassett Eventing are available.  Kevin said that Jane Dryden may be able to bring her rare breeds. 

We would like Daisy again next year.  Steam engine may not be able to come on date for next year. 

Nat to ask Sandra to try to book Morris Dancers. 

 

Exhibitors:  Good to have some new people.  Next year to get people to pay for stall one month in 

advance when confirming. 



Fish and Chip van did well and hopefully can come on first Sat in Aug next year.  Sue has a number 

of new contacts she will contact for next year. 

 

 

Pre show marketing:  Nat will put a package together for stalls.  Posters, flyers and programme 

were great.   We can always do with more advertising.    There were good photos in the Courier, to 

build on this and get more radio presence.  Signs on the roadside could be larger and clearer. 

 

Other feedback:  Bar layout should be different, it could not be seen at that end and needs a seating 

area.  Water bowser to be behind tea tent.  To make sure we have plenty of back up manpower on 

day.   

 

2015 Date  

The Dassett Country Show will go back to our regular date, the first Saturday in August next year. 

Saturday 1
st
 August 2015. 

 

AGM and Distribution of profits 

The AGM will be the first Thursday in November.  There will be time for Nat to put this in the 

October Chronicle. 

We have had requests from local organisations for some funding:  Scouts, Church, Brownies and 

Flower tubs for the village.   There has also been a request for £125 for wine, pre Carol Service at 

St Johns.  However, it was felt that this was not appropriate and should be supplied by donations 

from the village. 

Sue and Trevor are happy to be on the committee again.   To ask Rob Husband, Steward Ockendon 

and Laura Young if they would like to join us. 

All to ask people to come to the AGM 

 

 

 

Next Meeting 

 

AGM 

Thursday 6
th

 November 

7.30pm 

Reading Rooms 


