
 

Country Show Meeting - 17th February 2013 

 

Present: Natalie Heath (Chairman), Marveen Randerson, Walter Sheriff, Michelle Gill (Treasurer), 

Kevin Dancer, Kelly Harvey (Minutes) 

 

Trevor Gill - on behalf of the Parish Council 

 

Apologies: Sandra Heard, Anna Prosser (Secretary) 

 

Review of previous minutes 

TG would like to add the following to the minutes: should there be no appropriate local projects to 

donate some or all of the 50% of profits to then the sum will be rolled over to the next year. The 

committee agreed. 

 

Update from Committee re Day Events 

 

Natalie has struggled to find a contact for the Army - other committee members to pass any details 

they have onto Natalie. It was agreed that we would ask the Colonel to open the Show and also 

participate in the judging of the Best in Show competition.  

 

Main ring 

 

Equestrian - Natalie contacted Dassett Eventing who would love to come along however they are in 

trials at the moment and won't be able to confirm their availability until April.  

 

Love Ballet - no update from Sandra 

 

Warwickshire Hunt - not sure of their availability so Marveen contacted the Blood Hounds instead 

who are willing to come along.  

 

Drays - Anna contacted them but they are fully booked 

 

Alpacas - no update from Anna 

 

Sheep Shearing - Marveen spoke to Matt who was very happy to run a sheep shearing contest but 

all will depend on the weather. If it is a hot summer then the sheep will be sheared before 27th July.  

 

Falconry - Michelle contacted a number of different falconry places however they were all very 

expensive ranging from £200 to £450. Packages were good though offering a combination of a static 

stand with photo opportunities for kids and a flying display. All of the committee agreed it would be 

worth going back to them and offering a full page advert worth £50 and a free pitch worth £35 to see if we 

can convince them to come.  

 

Dogs for Disabled - Anna confirmed that they are already booked with their own birthday event.  



 

Kelly suggested a new idea of Archery. The committee agreed it would be a good idea so Kelly will 

contact them. 

 

Marquees 

Shakey wants £500 to erect his marquee that he keeps in Marveen's barn so we cannot pursue this 

as an option for the Best in Show competition. It was decided to rearrange the main marquee layout 

and put the best of show in there. Marveen will go back to Shakey to see if he would allow us to 

borrow the marquee of we built it ourselves.  

 

Kelly to see if farmers market / craft traders would be willing to bring their own gazebos.  

 

Toilets - no update from Kelly however Michelle has found previous invoices so Kelly will obtain 

competitive quotes based on previous requirements.  

 

Colin McCloud has agreed to provide the staging & PA system. Mark Harries has agreed that we will 

commentate in the day.  

 

Kelly has confirmed that the new Dassett Country Show Website will be live on Monday 18th Feb. 

When it is live the address will be circulated to everyone. All of the committee must publicise it as 

much as possible to friends & family to help with web stats & ratings with search engines.  

 

Natalie to send Best of Show & Tug of War entry form & rules to Kelly to put up on the website 

 

Everyone needs to start publicising the tug of war competition & best in show. It was decided that 

Mark Harries will judge the Tug of War final as he commentates on it in the main ring.  

 

Kevin to speak to Rob Husband regarding the clay pigeon shooting. Also to ask Seb for more man 

power on the day running it.  

 

Natalie distributed the entry that has been submitted to the Crompton Chronicle and it was agreed 

that we need to have an entry every month up to the Show to keep it in everyone's minds & build 

interest. The next entry will be about the website and how people can get involved i.e. best in show 

etc 

 

Bunting - Kevin has confirmed that he has plenty for us to use. It was agreed that we should still get 

the local school involved - no update from Sandra re this.  

 

Bouncy Castle - Kevin has spoken to his friend Sarah who owns a bouncy castle. She has confirmed 

that we are able to use it in exchange for a small donation. Kelly raised concern that this would be the 

first time the committee has taken on the running of the bouncy castle and that we need to look into 

the insurance & associated risk assessment.  

 

Swing boats - no update from Kelly  

 



Paint Lab - (children's painting) possibility they will be at a festival so Natalie will update us in the 

next couple of weeks.  

 

Natalie contacted the Fenny Compton WI regarding judging the Best in Show competition - they 

would be delighted to do it. They are currently about to get a new manager so Natalie needs to 

contact when the new manager is in place.  

 

Marveen to speak to Will Welton regarding hay bales  

 

Raffle 

Prizes are a problem. All to think about a main prize. Kelly to contact Steve Mullane regarding a 

Land Rover experience.  

 

Trevor Gill suggested an idea of singling out one programme to be numbered or stamped in some 

way. If the person brings the special programme to the fete they will win a £25 cash prize kindly 

donated by Trevor. All of the committee agreed it was a good idea and thanks Trevor for his 

donation.  

 

Evening party - Kevin & Walter are in charge of booking the band.  

 

Bar (day and evening) -The Wharf has submitted prices to Kevin & Natalie who confirm that prices 

are competitive. The Merrie Lion & The Plough are yet to submit prices. Once prices are in Natalie & 

Kevin will request proof of licences, insurances & find out what mobile bar facilities each pub can 

offer. The committee is also keen to establish a control method to monitor the profits of the bar and 

therefore donations made.  

 

Printing Costs - Kelly has obtained very competitive prices for a full colour brochure with 300gsm 

Matt silver cover & 170gsm pages. 28 page is £464 inc vat and 32 page is £534 inc vat for 1000. 

Kelly will pass the details onto Anna & Sandra.  

 

Financials 

Bank balance is £3496  

Committee needs to arrange payment to Chris Neugent who paid the deposit on the marquee in 

2012. This was not used due to the event being cancelled because of weather. Cotswold marquees 

agreed to carry the deposit over to 2013.  

New bank mandates were signed to reflect new chair position (Natalie Heath) and new treasurer 

(Michelle Gill).  

 

 

Next meeting will be on Friday 8th March 2013 at 7.30pm 

kindly hosted again by Trevor & Michelle at The Thatches. 

The main focus of the meeting will be the Evening Event, Main Ring Attractions & Raffle Prizes. 

 

 


