
 
Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of  

Avon Dassett Parish Council  
Monday 2nd November 2015, 7.30 pm at The Reading Room, Avon Dassett. 
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1.    APOLOGIES (with acceptance of apologies):    

Present:  Trevor Gill, Mike Blakeman, Darrell Muffitt, Martyn Heard, Alastair Whetstone, Councillor 
Chris Williams, Councillor Bart Dalla Mura, Clerk (Helen Hide-Wright). 

2.   DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:  None. 

3.  CONFIRM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Signed by Mike Blakeman and accepted by the 
meeting. 

4.  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

5.  MATTERS ARISING: 

Community  

a) Burial Ground: Alastair Whetstone has spoken to the Green Area Contractor about leaving 
the burial ground area tidy after each cut. It was decided to install a flower tub at the top of 
the hill, near to the bench. 

b) Community Policing/Neighbourhood Watch:  Nothing to report. 

c) Playground (including monthly check):  The annual report has arrived.   Darrell Muffitt 
recommended that the PC go through the report and decide how to handle the defects 
identified.  ACTION:  It was agreed that Trevor would go through the report and 
circulate a summary of works to be undertaken.  Trevor will seek a £200-250 grant for 
the Fete Committee towards the works. 

d) Superfast Broadband:  Councillor Williams confirmed that it in on track for implementation 
in 2016-2019. 

e) Post Office:  Trevor Gill has had a letter from Zoe Hibberd, the P.O. Area Co-ordinator who 
has asked if the PO could be operated on Wednesdays 11am – 1pm.  Trevor Gill has spoken 
to Jenny Sherriff to explain the situation and it was agreed that the coffee morning could 
change to a Tuesday if the plan does go ahead.  As soon as the date is know, the new opening 
hours will be publicised.    

f) The Avon Pub:  Mike Blakeman commented that the new owner is hoping to open the bar by 
Christmas. 

g) Village Communications:  Darrell Muffitt gave a summary:  Each property has received a 
note asking people to confirm whether they wish to receive communications from the PC by 
email or paper.  So far approximately 23 emails have been received and three paper returns. 
38 residents have now confirmed that they wish to be included within the communications 
database. 

h) The Parish Plan:  Mike Blakeman has circulated a summary of outstanding matters from the 
previous plan.  It was decided that a separate meeting to go through them and decide upon 
the priorities.  Trevor Gill suggested that the meeting should also cover the Welcome Pack 
and the Reading Room.  Trevor suggested Tuesday 17th November for the meeting and asked 
people to confirm whether they are available. 

Gaydon/Lighthorne Heath:  Mike Blakeman explained that he and Darrell Muffitt attended a 
meeting at Elizabeth House.  The meeting revealed a lack of evidence and clarity on several key 
issues.  The developers will be offering funds to deal with mitigation the impact of the scheme.  
Mike and Darrell felt that it would be worth speaking to other local Parish Councils to seek their 
view and see if they could operate as a group to make a bid for the funds available. 
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 This has progressed with all of the neighbouring Parish Councils showing an interest in the 
discussions (Farnborough, Burton Dassett and Fenny Compton PC’s). 

 It appeared that there was a lack of evidence for the traffic impact information that was outlined  
at the meeting.  Jaguar Landrover were not present at the meeting, despite their plans for 
expansion adding to the traffic impact.  Councillor Williams stated that the housing development 
would not have an impact upon the traffic on the B4100 as the new residents would all use the 
M40 to go towards Banbury.  He also stated that Jaguar Landrover were not part of the 
discussions at the meeting, as their plans were the subject of a separate planning application.  
Mike Blakeman responded that it was important that the impact of development plans should be 
reviewed in total or planning decisions would be formulated out of context of local needs.  He 
stated that a broader consideration would be most beneficial to the area. 

Mike Blakeman said that there was a greater chance of gaining funds if the nearby Parish 
Councils work together.  The meeting will take place on the 3rd November at the Reading Room. 

Roads: Traffic, Roads and Drains:  Road closure in Fenny Compton.  ACTION:  Clerk to ask Patch 
Byrne to contact Mr Charlie Worrall to request cutting back the vegetation overhanging the road, 
going up the hill on the left.  Currently the overhanging shrubs are forcing traffic to take drive into 
the road causing a hazard to them and oncoming traffic. 

Environment/Maintenance 

i) Green areas (including condition of verges):  Trevor extended a big thank you to everyone 
for helping with the clear up of the village.  The leaves on Church Hill will have to be moved 
once they dry out.  They are too wet to move them at present.  The Committee recorded its 
thanks to all who turned out for the Village Clean Up on 31 October and special thanks to 
Dave Hicks for his work on the tubs and the play area. 

 
The telegraph pole near to Knights Farm has been identified for vegetation clearance by N Power. 
Trevor Gill highlighted that the vegetation debris that needs to be removed from the churchyard.  
ACTION: Trevor will speak to Angela Lloyd at Streetscene to organise the removal of the 
cuttings from the churchyard. 
 
j) Reading Room maintenance:  Martyn Heard confirmed that the contractor has missed 

quoting on one of the windows and he needs to come back to quote for the last window.  
Once the quotation is in, the two quotations can be compared and the work can be authorised 
and commissioned.  

   
 Communication/Administration  
 
 l)  Administration: The arrangements for Remembrance were highlighted.  Trevor has the wreath 
and a volunteer has come forward to read out the list of the fallen.  ACTION: Trevor will confirm the 
arrangements.  ACTION: Clerk to ask Reverend Cadwallader if he would take the ADPC wreath to 
be blessed at the church service.  Trevor to collect the wreath afterwards.    
 
 m)  Transparency Code (Darrell Muffitt):  Darrell Muffitt summarised a meeting held with Sarah 
Richardson, the Avon Dassett Community web site editor and Bill Robinson (Internal Auditor).  
Discussions focussed on the impact of the Transparency Code and the Parish Council’s aim to be 
compliant.  The intention is to put in place a Memorandum of Understanding, a draft of which was 
circulated at the meeting.   
 
In parallel to these discussions the Clerk had been contacted by WALC to query the hosting element of the 
grant form which revealed issues associated with ownership. Trevor Gill reported that he had explained to 
WALC that ADPC is satisfied with the website and does not want to change its format or develop a new 
website. He has also made representations to NALC. WALC has suggested that to show ownership, the 
maintenance charges for hosting, needs to be in the name of ADPC.    ACTION: Darrell Muffitt to  
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contact Sarah Richardson to further the recent discussions and explain the latest information 
received from WALC and NALC. 
 
 n)  Data Protection registration (£35):   Trevor Gill confirmed that this has taken place and is an 
ongoing annual fee.  The expenditure was agreed by the meeting.  Proposed:  Trevor Gill, seconded: Mike 
Blakeman, unanimous.  
 
6.  COUNCIL REPORTS 

 County Councillor’s Report: Chris Williams 
 
1. Regionalisation – West Midlands Combined Authority.  The plans for expanding the 

metropolitan districts of Birmingham into a larger Combined Authority are not proceeding as 
smoothly as the government would have liked.  There is a reluctance from the counties south of 
Birmingham to support this idea, most authorities choosing to remain independent of the West 
Midlands Combined Authority.  As far as Warwickshire is concerned Stratford on Avon District, 
Warwick District, Rugby Borough, North Warwickshire Borough and Warwickshire County 
Council have all elected not to make any commitment to the proposed new authority.  I will keep 
the Parish Council informed as and when any new proposals are considered. 
 
The District Council having elected to become a Shadow Member of the West Midlands 
Combined Authority were advised that such a position could only be taken up if WCC had 
elected to be a member of the Combined Authority.  At a meeting of SDC full council the vote 
was taken that indicated that the former support for the West Midlands Combined Authority was 
rejected. 

 
2. Funding School Transport – A proposal was made earlier in the year that the County Council 

would alter funding for school transport.  The County Council has to save some £92 million over 
a four year period and part of the process required that we should not continue funding any 
operation which was not obligatory.  Last Thursday, the Cabinet took the decision that funding 
for school transport to Grammar Schools would not continue, or funding for the provision of 
transport to nursery schools for under 5s.  The Grammar School scenario will not be applied to 
any existing students but will come into effect for any new students starting in September 2016. 
 
Bart Dalla-Mura 
 
Reported that there is are planning training events planned for later in November and in 
February 2016.    

 
7.  CORRESPONDENCE – Paper copies circulated at meeting.  Emails circulated prior to meeting. 

8.  PLANNING (Declarations of interests): No new applications to consider. 

9.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT:  

Appendix A:  FINANCIAL STATEMENT November 2015, Avon Dassett Parish Council:  
Balance at close of business 31.10.15  
Current Account  £   7,999.03 
Savings Account  £   8,253.10* Ring fenced funds and 
interest received.   
 
Bank Transactions 
Current Account  Chq/SO/DD   In  Out   
5th Oct  N Power  DD       31.00 
12th Oct     1351       30.34 
12th Oct     1350     226.30 
27th Oct  H Hide-Wright  Oct Salary     226.30 
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Deposit Account      In  Out 
9.10.15 Interest     0.34 
 
Cheques issued from mtg  Cheque No  Amount 
2.11.15     T. Gill (refund Data Protection Reg.) 1352    35.00 
2.11.15    W. Sherriff (Coffee Oct) 1353      9.49 
2.11.15    Playsafety Ltd (Annual inspection) 1354    96.00 
2.11.15    MFM Service (Sept mowing) 1355  246.00 
2.11.15    H. Hide-Wright (Oct expenses) 1356    20.10 
Total Cheques   406.59 
 
New Balances for Ring Fenced Funds: 
Neighbourhood Watch    £    185.00 
St John’s Steps appeal Funds   £    359.13 
Community Grant Fund (Laptop)  £        8.63 
Interest Received    £        0.34 
Play area lease grant from AD Fete Committee  £    200.00 
RR Maintenance (From Fete Committee) £    500.00 
Ring fenced RR Maintenance   £  5,000.00 
Ring fenced Parish Plan/RR Refurbishment £  2,000.00 
 
Total      £  8,253.10 
 
Cheques were signed by Trevor Gill and Mike Blakeman. 
 

Budget for 2016/17.  Trevor Gill circulated a draft budget for discussion.   

 

10.    MEMBER REPORTS:   
10.1 Darrell Muffitt reported discussions with Orbit Housing Association to resolve housing issues for 

a local resident. He expressed concern that basic services such as primary heating and hot water 
supply had failed at the property and that despite Orbit treating the need for resolution as “Urgent,” a 
number of weeks has passed and there is still no scheduled resolution. Darrell Muffitt expressed 
further concern that other Orbit tenants may find themselves in similar situations  
 

Chris Williams explained that he has a contact with the MD of Orbit and would take the matter up with 
them. 

10.2 Trevor Gill explained that if the Post Office comes out of the Reading Room (in terms of storage of 
equipment but with the service continuing as a mobile service) then the kitchen area could be refurbished.  
He suggested that the PC could contact the Fete Committee to seek funds to refurbish the area.  After 
discussion it was decided to seek the funds to assist with this task.  ACTION: Trevor Gill to seek funds 
from the Fete Committee to assist with the refurbishment of the kitchen area of the Reading Room. 

 

11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS – 2015 : 21st Dec.    Potential Meeting Dates for 2016: 1st Feb, 7th 
March, 4th April, 9th May, 6th June, 4th July, 1st Aug, 5th Sept, 3rd Oct, 7th Nov, 5th Dec. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.00pm. 


